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Since the introduction of zidovudine 18 years ago, the treatment of HIV has been rapidly evolving. Current therapies target the HIV retrovirus successfully but contain their own perils. Active therapies with reduced adverse effects and long-term activity in the presence of, or reduced susceptibility to, antiviral resistance continue to be needed. Furthermore, more convenient agents that may facilitate adherence to therapy are a goal of new drug development. This review addresses these clinical needs, with a discussion of several new drugs currently in the clinical trial pipeline.